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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 17, 2021 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission met virtually in Regular Session. The following list of 
individuals were present via Zoom video call. The meeting was held as an electronic regular 
Commission meeting because a meeting in person was impossible or impractical due to concerns for 
the health and safety of Commissioners, staff, and the public presented by COVID-19. 
 
Commissioners Present: Julia Freeman 

Esaie Toingar 
Linda Topinka 
Monica Vallejo  
Renae Forsyth-Christy 

 
Staff Present: Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator 
 Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant 
  
Guests:   ASL Interpreters – Hands Up Communications 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Topinka called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Agenda Amendment 

In Executive Director Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven’s absence, Janet Abejo-Parker requested 
that an additional item be added to the agenda. Stated action is needed giving approval to staff 
to draft and publish a formal statement in support of the Asian American and Pacific Islander 
community. Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the motion. Commissioner Vallejo 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved with no discussion. 

V. Approval of Minutes from February 17, 2021 meeting 
Commissioner Topinka stated the minutes from the February 17, 2021 meeting minutes show 
Dr. White asking the first two questions after guest speaker Nick Maybanks’ presentation. 
Commissioner Topinka stated she had asked the questions. The minutes should be corrected to 
reflect that information. Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the minutes with that 
change. Commission Toingar seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved with no 
discussion.  
 

VI. Report From Chair 
Commissioner White was not present at the meeting and Vice Chair Topinka stated she had no 
report to share. 
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VII. Committee Reports 

Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated the Marion City Rights Commission met on March 3 and 
discussed the calendar of events. Stated several committees are working on coming up with 
ideas. Stated Munsterman-Scriven joined the meeting and discussed the alignment of the 
Marion Commission’s events with the Cedar Rapids Commission. Stated the meeting included 
a report from the Marion Community Equity Taskforce, which came about last summer when 
the Equity Racial Alliance spoke to the City council. Stated $20,000 was given to Marion as 
part of a low income housing grant. Stated discussion took place regarding the renaming of the 
mascot for the Marion Independent School District. Stated a motion was made in support of the 
new mascot. 

 
VIII. Director’s Report 

In Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven’s absence, Janet Abejo-Parker presented the Executive 
Director’s report. 
 
Abejo-Parker stated the annual Community Cultural Celebration and Expo will be held 
virtually this year from March 22-29. Stated videos will be shared throughout the week, 
including a video from the Commission. Stated Bernie wrote the script and Umaru volunteered 
to speak in the video. 
 
Abejo-Parker stated the Commission is hosting two events in honor of Women’s History 
Month. Stated a Feminine Hygiene Drive is being held through March 28 with donations 
benefiting women’s services at the Catherine McAuley Center. Stated Kelly gave an interview 
to KWWL last week regarding the drive. Stated a virtual documentary discussion will be held 
on March 23 to discussion the film “As I Rise”. Stated the flyers for both events is in the 
meeting packet. 
 
Abejo-Parker stated the Commission is accepting submissions for the annual Fair Housing Art 
Contest until April 1. Stated the contest is open to all youth in grades K-12 who attend Cedar 
Rapids area schools. Stated youth in grades K-8 can submit posters and youth in grades 9-12 
can submit spoken and written word poetry. Stated judging will take place on April 15 and 
winners will be announced at the Commission meeting on April 21. 
 
Abejo-Parker stated the Commission would be taking part in the Neighborhood Finance 
Corporation’s Virtual House Party even on April 24 at 10am. Umaru will be presenting 
information related to fair housing rights. The event will include information regarding home 
loans, repairs and renovations. 
 
Abejo-Parker stated the Commission would be participating in a virtual event on April 28 in 
partnership with Riverview Center in honor of Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The date was 
chosen as it corresponds with Denim Day on April 28. 
 
Abejo-Parker stated an event in May is pending in honor of Asian/Pacific American Heritage 
Month. Stated Stefanie and Alma are working to set up a film viewing and panel discussion. 
Stated she would reach out to Commissioner Forsyth-Christy to see if the Marion Commission 
would like to collaborate on the event. 
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Abejo-Parker stated the Know Your Rights videos will be released in April for Fair Housing 
Month. Stated the Commission has partnered with Flow Media to produce the videos. Stated a 
script has been drafted and a schedule is being finalized to determine next steps. Stated an 
additional five videos will be released in June in honor of World Refugee Day. 
 

IX. Action Item 
Abejo-Parker stated that following the previous day’s shooting in Atlanta as well as the 
increase in violence against the Asian American community, Stefanie would like the 
Commission to publish a formal statement against racial violence and in support of the 
Asian/Pacific American community. Stated the motion from the Commission would give staff 
approval to draft and publish a formal statement. Stated the drafted statement mentions the 
significant increase in violence against Asian Americans since the beginning of COVID. Stated 
the statement would also include suggestions on how to be an ally to the Asian/Pacific 
American community. Stated it would also include that the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights 
Commission condemns any hateful behavior and violence based on anyone’s race, ethnicity, 
and national origin and stands in solidarity with the Asian community. Commissioner Vallejo 
asked if there had been any violence against the Asian American community in Cedar Rapids. 
Abejo-Parker stated she did not know of any but that it could be added to the statement if there 
is information. Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the motion. Commissioner Vallejo 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved with no discussion. 

 
X. Adjournment 

Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 p.m. Commissioner Vallejo 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 
 


